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pot to hit the controls,” said

. Richard Lapointe. “Especially
the black stick — that's very impor-

ur.lpointu was speaking to a room-
ful of jittery journalists who were
about to be given the ride of a life-
time: A 25-minute flight with Can-
ada's Snowbirds.

The was to provide a taste
of the tight-formation manoeuvres
the 10-plane display team will be
petforming in St. Hubert today and
tomorrow in the Montreal Interna-
tional Air Show.

“You won't do any aerobatics with
us today,” Capt. Lapointe said, ad-
ding that we would experience a wa-
tered-down version of what the
Sngwhbirds really do. “But the forma-
tion will be as close as it is during
the show.”

That meant the planes would get
as plose as one metre from one an-
other, We would be flying up to 600
km/h, up to 300 metres in the air.

“It's possible you will be sick,”

t. Lapointe said. “1f you don't
feal well, tell your pilot.”

One last thing: “If you want to go
(o the bathroom, now's the time."”

pointe introduced us to the
team leader, Maj. Dennis Besselt,
who tried hard to put our minds at
by pointing out that, if some-
thiog should go wrong, our pilot
wdlld reach over and pull our ejec-
lever for us. “We won 't leave you
in the airplane.”

If something should go amiss after
lagding, we were instructed Lo un-
buckle and jump over the side “and
keep running until someone catches
up with you."

My pilot was Capt. Wes MacKay,
26y of Camrose, Alta. MacKay has
beén piloting for 10 years and has
racked up more than 3,500 flying
hours. This is his second and final
year with the Snowbirds.

Members of the team, chosen
among volunteers across the coun-
iry, undergo a rigorous six-month
tralning program before they under-

take public sho
Among world’s best

These pilots are considered among
the best in the world. Still, my mind
played back slow-motion TV footage
of the recent West German air-show
disaster that killed 52 people and in-
jured about 500.

Organizers of this weekend's air
show say the pilots will perform
higher and farther from crowds than
the Italian pilots who crashed.

And they say the manoeuvre that
led to the accident doesn't meet the
safety standards set for Canadian
shows.

“Will we really be [lying three
feet away from the other planes?” I
asked my pilot.

“You'll see,” MacKay replied with
a devilish grin.

The red and white CT-114 Tutor
jets were. lined up side by side on the

y, each with its canopy raised.

l Denls Fontaine of Greenfield

helped strap on my rearar:hute

and showed me how to work the oxy-
gen mask on my helmet.

i‘onmne helped me into the cock-
pitmmenghtmdeufjethlu 8 and

strapped me to the seat.
ere wasn't much room to move

even if I wanted to. Radio morning
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Capt. Don Barmby (foreground) flies in formation over Montreal with fellow Snowbirds. Reporter Walter Buchignani, Capl. Wes Mackay after flight.

man Terry Di Monte of CHOM-FM
was bumped off his flight at the last
minute because he was deemed too
big.

The instrument panel was clut-
tered with gauges and buttons of
various shapes, sizes and colors. So
was the floor console. S0 was the
console to the left of my head. Tutor
jets are used to train pilots and come
with duplicate sets of controls,

The black stick I was warned
about came up from between my
feet. I took particular note, however,
of the white paper bag to my right.

Capt. MacKay, clad in a red uni-
form, settled into his seat.

“How you doing?"

“Great,” I said. “This is exciting.”

“We haven't done anything yet,"
he said, and flicked a few buttons to
check that everything was in work-
ing order. Soon, static crackled
through my earphones and I could
hear team leader Maj. Besselt run
off several commands.

“Here we go,” MacKay said and
pressed a small, red button labelled
ACTUATE. The canopy came down
and then forward, locking into place.
MacKay flicked switches. The en-
gines were running. The jet was
moving.

From our position at the back of
the squadron, I watched the first
three jets lift off in perfect
synchronicity, as if they were some-
how attached. Then the three just
ahead of us did the same.

Then it was our turn and, after a
short climb, MacKay manoeuvred
the jet next to the others,

For the next 25 minutes, there
were many more short climbs and
sudden drops and sharp curves as
MacKay handled the control lever.

The Snowbirds swooped around
Olympic Stadium and over down-
town skyscrapers before heading to-
ward Dorval airport and back, leav-

_.from the legendary
.10 the basic mechanics

This course in Jazz History and Appreciation, taught by
Kevin Dean, assistant professor of Music and Director of
the Jazz program in McGill's Faculty of Music, provides a
unique opportunity to explore the electricity of Jazz.

The seven-week course features live performances, rare
archival films, classic recordings and guest lectures by
Andy Homzy, Fred Henke and Paul Yeargens.

COURSE DURATION & FEE:

7 weeks, begins Tuesday, Sept. 27 - $115.00

ROCK MUSIC McGILL STYLE

Craig
with the bands Vinta

McGill.
COURSE DURATION & FEE:

ROCK MUSIC is back at McGill. .
ever. This 10-week course will trace the Roots of Rock to
the British Invasion and Revivals through recordings, rare
video footage, and live performances by guest musicians.

.more exciting than

Morrison, musician, writer, musicologist, performer
and Momentz and host of Seven
Nights To Rock on CKUT-FM will bring Rock to life at

INFORMATION & REGISTRATION:

10 weeks, begins Thursday, Sept. 29 - $115.00

3461 McTavish Street

Redpath Library Building

General Studies Department

What hetrer place
to better yoursell

398-6166
Gill &=
Continuing
MC 1 Educanon

ing a trail of thick white smoke
behind us.

“Oh Geez!" I heard MacKay say
during a sudden turn, as he man-
ceuvred the jet away from the rising
wing of the closest plane.

"wmt' I’ﬂ l j'llm

“Nothing,” he replied through my
earphones. "I didn t anticipate it. 1
was a little behind on that one.”

“That was close,” | said.

“That was nothing,” MacKay said
with a smile.

You can catch the air show,
dubbed Expo Air, at 9 this morning.

Aside from the Snowbirds aeroba-
tic displays, there will be other
shows and exhibits today and tomor-
row, until 6 p.m. Tickets are $6. Ad-
mission for children under 12 is free
today and $3 tomorrow.

Parking limited

Wings of Hope, the organizers of
the eveut will donate all proceeds
for development aid in Peru.

Parking at St. Hubert airport is
limited, so organizers are advising
people to take the Métro to Lon-
gueuil, where free shuttle service to
the show will be provided.
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