Transporhing the sick and injured., flying
in books and teachers, bringing new
communitv wealer numns - thewe opee
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A Vital Bridge in Developing Nations
by, Roger Burgess Webb

In Zaire, a lush central African
country almost twice the size of Quebec,
two aircraft funded, flown and main-
tained by Canadian volunteers are per-
forming vilal services for the people of
the remote northern areas. In a region
with limited means of communication
and surface (ransportation, minutes by
air replace hours and days by river and
jungle track, a benefit that those who
have lived in Canada’s underdeveloped
north can well appreciate.

The organization providing this avi-
ation service is a federally registered,
non-profit agency called Air Service
Freedom (Avions sans Frontieres),
founded in Montreal in 1984 to help the
people of developing nations. In Zaire,
Air Service Freedom operates two
Cessna 206s, flown by Pierre La-
jeunesse, Phoebe Kingscote and Robert
Fleury. They are kept busy Iransporting
the sick and injured. delivering school
supplies and teachers’ payrolls to
isolated settlemenls, carrying materials
for community projects such as new
water wells, and assisting in farming
projects by bringing in seedlings, and so
on. It is practical humanitarian aviation
al its best, and with Zaireans being
trained to lake it over. the work will
continue when Air Service Freedom
moves on lo help in other developing
nations.

Funding for Air Service Freedom is
also an international cooperative effort.
The workers, whether pilots or adminis-
trators, are volunteers; the aircraft are
donated by Wings of Hope, a U.S. organ-

ization based in 'St. Louis; the aircraflt
operaling costs are paid for by a Belgian
organization called MIVA - and with
avgas al $8.10 a gallon this is a sig-
nificant contribution; and monetary re-
quirements are met through public
donalions, which may be matched three
for one by the Canadian International
Development Agency for specific third
world projects. Fund raising efforts are
headed by Guy Gervais, who himself has
been flying in and out of remote areas in
New Guinea, South America and Africa
for almost thirty years (see “Wings of
Peace, PILOT, Fall 1975); he has been
speaking to service clubs and other
groups around the country - with trans-
portation courtesy of several of our air-
lines - and is a most interesting man,
especially if one can get him talking of
some of his experiences.

The humanitarian work of Air Serv-
ice Freedom is essential to the people of
developing nations, and proves once
again the value of the airplane. I vou
can help, please contact Air Service
Freedom or send vour tax deductible
contribution usiig ..
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Yes, [ would like to help humanitarian aviation through Air Service Freedom.
Enclosed is my donation (receipt requested).

Name: =

Address -

AIRSERVICE FREEDOM
2029 Holy Cross Street. Montreal, Quebec H4E 2A4




